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Goals for Today

1. Learn about the purpose, content, and 
process for reviews of instructional 
materials conducted at FCRR.

2. Learn how to access FCRR Reports 
and related resources.



Purpose of FCRR Reports

– To be a reliable resource for school districts 
and providers as they make decisions 
about instructional materials 

– To report the alignment of instructional 
materials to current reading research



Types of FCRR Reports

– Reading Curricula
• Core
• Supplemental 
• Intervention
• Middle and High School
• Pre-K
• Professional Development



Content of FCRR Reports
(Overview)

1. Description
2. Alignment with Current Research
3. Review of Empirical Research
4. Strengths and Weaknesses
5. Florida districts/providers that 

implement the program
6. Program’s website link
7. References



Content of FCRR Reports

1. Description
– Type of program: who, what, 

where, why 
– Materials 
– Instructional Design
– Lesson Format
– Assessment



Content of FCRR Reports

2. Alignment with Current Research 
(content and instructional design)

– How each component is addressed
– Explicit and Systematic
– Ample practice opportunities
– Professional development
– Use this as a “teaching tool” for our 

readers
– Describe specific weaknesses or 

concerns



Content of FCRR Reports

3. Review of Research
– Empirical Research Summaries

4. Strengths and Weaknesses
5. Florida disricts/providers that 

implement the program
6. Program’s website link
7. References



Content of FCRR Reports

• Should not be 
construed as an
– Advertisement
– Endorsement 
– “Approved” product

• Is
– Informational
– factual



Process for FCRR Reports
• Florida School districts/providers 

request a review.
• A comprehensive review of teacher 

and student materials is conducted.
• A thorough literature review is 

conducted and all available research is 
gathered. This research is analyzed 
and succinctly summarized.



FCRR Guidelines to Review 
Pre-K Literacy Programs

• Overall Instructional Design and 
Pedagogy 

• Oral Language
• Phonological Awareness
• Print Awareness
• Assessment
• Professional Development
• Other descriptive qualities



Process for FCRR Reports
• More information is gathered through

– observations of the program in 
classrooms.

– conference calls with people who use 
the program.

– meetings with the author/publisher.
– the program’s website.



Process for FCRR Reports
• Collaborative effort by a review team with 

one team member taking the lead for each 
program.

1. Report is written
2. Team provides feedback (revisions are made)
3. Director or Associate Director provides 

feedback (revisions are made)
4. Author/Publisher feedback (revisions are made

if applicable)
5.  Posted to FCRR website



Curriculum Review Team 

• Former classroom teachers with Doctoral or 
Master’s Degree in Education.

• Experience teaching struggling readers, 
teaching reading methods courses at the 
university level, developing reading 
curriculum, and coordinating reading 
research.



Goals for Today

1. Learn about the purpose, content, and 
process for reviews of instructional 
materials conducted at FCRR.

2. Learn how to access FCRR Reports 
and related resources.



www.fcrr.org

http://www.fcrr.org/






Pre-K Programs Reviewed
• Building Language for Literacy

• Headsprout Reading Basics

• Ladders to Literacy

• Open Court Reading Pre-K

• Ready, Set, Leap!

• Waterford Early Reading Program Pre-K

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/BLLFINALREPORT.pdf


Pre-K Programs to be 
Reviewed

•
Curiosity Corner

Letter People

-DLM

-Literacy Express

-Scholastic

-High Scope Lit

-Bright Beginnings

-Circles (STEP)
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Marcia Grek, Ph.D.
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Michelle Wahl, M.S.

Georgia Jordan, M.S.
Lila Rissman, M.S.
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Director of Professional Development: Jane Granger, M.S.
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