KINDERGARTEN-2nd GRADE

Phonics

1. Take the plastic covers from milk jugs and write letters (include vowels and consonants) on them. Put them in a baggie for easy storage and use those letters to build various words your child has learned to read and spell in class or words found in your child’s homework.  Highlight or underline words that you can sound out from the day's "junk mail." Ask your child to read these words.

2. Use paper or plastic cups and label each cup with one letter of the alphabet. Cut out pictures from magazines or use objects from around your home to play a matching game. Have your child sort the objects/pictures into the cups based on the final letter-sound that occurs in the name of the object (e.g., cat- match the object to the cup with the letter t on it).

3. Go over your child’s reading homework with him/her everyday. If your child has a book or reading assignment, have him/her practice reading it out loud to you making note of certain word patterns that might be tricky for your child.

4. Make letter cards using a pen and paper or index cards. Using words from books or homework your child has brought home, practice building the words with the letter cards. Swap out vowels or consonants to make other words. Have your child practice reading the words he/she builds.

5. Practice reading word families (e.g., words that end in –an, -op, -it) by creating groups of words that all have the same vowel and ending consonant(s). your child can write them on index cards or a piece of paper in categories.

6. Practice identifying letter-sounds in a story book.  Open the book to a particular page and have your child count the number of letters that make a specific sound.  For example, how many letters on the page make the /t/ sound or the /l/ sound?

