Dear Educators,

Parents of students in grades 6-12 receiving the general parent letter indicating their students did not perform well on the Maze task should receive the list of activities below.  Please attach this list to the parent letter. 

Activities to Build Fluency
Grades 6-12

- Repeated Reading: Select a passage at your child’s reading level (when they read the words for the first time, they correctly recognize 90% of them).  Have them practice reading the passage aloud until they can read it at a quick pace.  If they are reading at a very slow pace, encourage them to re-read the passage until they improve.  For example, your child might read a paragraph five times; each time their reading rate should improve.  For extra incentive, you can have them graph their performance each time to see their improvement. 

- Read a passage aloud for your child modeling proper expression and rate.  Read the same passage together with them and then have them read the passage aloud on their own.
- Encourage your child to read along while listening to a tape recording of a story.  Many young adult novels can be found on audiocassettes or CDs in public libraries and many can even be downloaded to MP3 players.

- Read aloud with your child from a novel, magazine, or newspaper.  

- Paired Reading: Sit side-by-side with your child and read a text aloud together for 10 to 20 minutes.  Adjust your voice to match their reading rate.  If they make a mistake on a word while they read, give the correct pronunciation quickly and keep reading.  

- Buddy Reading: Encourage your child to read a story to a younger child.  Perhaps they will need to practice reading the story aloud beforehand.
