KINDERGARTEN-2nd GRADE

Vocabulary

1. Pick out a new vocabulary word from one of the books you are reading with your child. Talk about what it means having your child put the definition into his/her own words. Then make up a sentence with the new word. Try to use the word again that week.

2. When you are riding around your neighborhood, take turns spotting items that fit within a specified category.  For example, tell your child to look for and give the name of things that are in the category of transportation (e.g., car, bus, train, boat) or plants (e.g., roses, sunflowers, hydrangea). 

3. Use a photo from an album and ask your child to retell what happened the day the picture was taken. Encourage the use of vocabulary associated with the setting (e.g. tractor, milking, crops, etc.) of the picture and the use of sequencing words such as first, next, and last to provide the proper order of events.

4. Make hand puppets out of old socks to practice retelling stories read in school or at home. The puppets can take on the role of characters from the story. 

5. Have your child pick out a word from his reading. Help him/her make a “word map” with that word, making connections using examples, nonexamples, synonyms, and antonyms. For example, the selected word ‘pretty’ could be mapped with sunsets, cockroaches, gorgeous, and ugly.

6. Encourage frequent conversation with your child. The give and take of constant shared conversation builds vocabulary.
